














MINUTES OFTHEPROCEEDINGS OFTHECITYCOUNCIL
OFTHECITYOFBROOKLYN CENTER INTHECOUNTY

OFHENNEPIN ANDTHESTATEOFMINNESOTA

REGULAR SESSION
JUNE8, 2020

1. INFORMAL OPENFORUM WITHCITYCOUNCIL

CALLTOORDER INFORMAL OPENFORUM

TheBrooklyn CenterCityCouncilmetinInformalOpenForum calledtoorderbyMayorMike
Elliottat6:45p.m.  Themeetingwasconducted viaWebex.  

ROLLCALL

MayorMikeElliottandCouncilmembers Marquita Butler, AprilGraves, KrisLawrence- 
Anderson, andDanRyan. AlsopresentwereCityManager CurtBoganey, DeputyCityManager
ReggieEdwards, DirectorofPublicWorksDoranCote, Community Development DirectorMeg
Beekman, Community Development Deputy Director/HRASpecialist JesseAnderson, Fire
ChiefToddBerg, CityClerkBarbSuciu, andCityAttorney TroyGilchrist.  

MayorMikeElliottopened themeeting forthepurposeofInformal OpenForum.  

Noonewishedtoaddress theCityCouncil.  

CouncilmemberRyan movedandMayorElliottseconded toclosetheInformalOpenForumat
6:46p.m.  

Motionpassedunanimously.  

2. INVOCATION

Councilmember Butler requested oneminuteofsilenceasanInvocation toreflectontherecent
murderofGeorgeFloydandallthathastranspired inthelasttwoweeksasaresultofit, andfor
anyonewhohasbeennegatively impacted bythejudicial systemorpolicesystemovertheyears.  

Shereadthe following quote:  

Although theworldfullofsuffering, itisalsofullofovercoming it.”  
HelenKeller

Councilmember Butlerstated, despite the recent events, shehasbeeninspired tobepartof
peacefulprotests andwatchthemhappening aroundtheworld, andtoseetheactions thathave
alreadycomeoutoftheseglobalefforts.  
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3. CALLTOORDER REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING

TheBrooklyn CenterCityCouncilmetinRegularSessioncalledtoorderbyMayorMikeElliott
at7:00p.m.  

4. ROLLCALL

MayorMikeElliottandCouncilmembers Marquita Butler, AprilGraves, KrisLawrence- 
Anderson, andDanRyan. AlsopresentwereCityManager CurtBoganey, DeputyCityManager
ReggieEdwards, DirectorofPublicWorksDoranCote, Community Development DirectorMeg
Beekman, Community Development DeputyDirector/HRASpecialist JesseAnderson, Fire
ChiefToddBerg, CityClerkBarbSuciu, andCityAttorney TroyGilchrist.  

5. PLEDGE OFALLEGIANCE

ThePledgeofAllegiance wasrecited. 

6. APPROVAL OFAGENDA ANDCONSENT AGENDA

CouncilmemberRyan movedandCouncilmember Lawrence-Anderson seconded toapprove the
AgendaandConsent Agenda, andthefollowing consent itemswereapproved:  

6a. APPROVAL OFMINUTES
1. May26, 2020 – StudySession
2. May26, 2020 – Regular Session
3. May26, 2020 – WorkSession

6b. LICENSES

AMUSEMENT DEVICES
210557thAveNTheisenVending Company Brooklyn Center, 55430
2590FreewayBlvdTheisenVending Company Brooklyn Center, 55430

GARBAGE HAULER
Farmers UnionIndustries POBox319
Midwest Grease Redwood Falls, 56283

10050NaplesStNEWasteManagement - Blaine Blaine, 55434

HOSPITALITY ACCOMODATIONS
1600JamesCircleQualityInn Brooklyn Center, 55430
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MECHANICAL LICENSE
4918W35thStAirTech Thermex LLC StLouisPark, 55416
3095162ndLnNWLarsonPlumbing Andover, 55304

RENTAL

RENEWAL (TYPEI – three-yearlicense)  
7018Regent AveN DannyVo

6c. RESOLUTION NO. 2020-053 ESTABLISHING PARKING
STRESTRICTIONS FORSEGMENTS ON51 AVENUE FROM

BROOKLYN BOULEVARD TOXERXES AVENUE

6d. RESOLUTION NO. 2020-049 ADOPTING COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL
FINANCIAL REPORT OFTHECITYOFBROOKLYN CENTER FOR
THECALENDAR YEARENDEDDECEMBER 31, 2019

Motionpassed unanimously.  

7. PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS/DONATIONS

7a. RESOLUTION NO. 2020-050 RECOGNIZING THERETIREMENT OF
FIREFIGHTER JOHNPOLZFOR20YEARSOFSERVICE WITHTHE
BROOKLYN CENTER FIREDEPARTMENT

MayorElliott readaResolution infullrecognizing JohnPolzfor20yearsofservicetotheCity
ofBrooklyn CenterFireDepartment.  

Councilmember RyanMovedandCouncilmember Butler seconded toadoptRESOLUTION NO.  
2020-050 Recognizing theRetirement ofFirefighter JohnPolzfor20YearsofServicewiththe
Brooklyn CenterFireDepartment.  

Motionpassed unanimously.  

Mr. Boganey expressed hisgratitude andappreciation toMr. PolzforhisservicetotheFire
Department, andthecitizensofBrooklyn Center.  

FireChiefToddBergstatedhewishedtoacknowledge Mr. Polzforhis20yearsofcommitment
tothecommunity.  HeaddedMr. Polzwasunabletojointhemeeting tonightasheisathisfull- 
timejob.  HenotedMr. Polz’ wifewasonthemeeting, andhethankedherforherwillingness to
providesupport toMr. Polzoverhis20yearsofservice.  

7b. RESOLUTION NO. 2020-051RECOGNIZING REGGIE SMARTFOR25YEARS
OFSERVICE TOTHECITYOFBROOKLYN CENTER
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MayorElliott readaResolution infullrecognizing Reggie Smart for25yearsofservicetothe
CityofBrooklyn Center inthePublicWorks Department.  

Councilmember RyanmovedandCouncilmember Butlerseconded toadoptRESOLUTION NO.  
2020-051Recognizing ReggieSmart for25YearsofService totheCityofBrooklyn Center. 

Motionpassed4-0.  Councilmember Lawrence-Anderson didnotrespond.  

Mr. Boganey expressed hisappreciation forMr. Smartandhiscommitment tolifelong learning
andpersonal growth.  HeaddedMr. Smartdidhisjobwell, andenjoyeddoingit, andalways
sought todoitbetter.    

PublicWorksDirectorDoranCoteexpressed hisappreciation forMr. Smart.  HeaddedMr.  
Smart isoneofthesmartest peoplehehaseverhadthepleasureofworkingwith, andhewillbe
sorelymissed inthePublicWorksDepartment.  HenotedMr. Smarthaschosentomoveonand
livethelifeofagypsy.  HewishedMr. Smart thebestinhisfutureendeavors.  

7c. RESOLUTION NO. 2020-052 RECOGNIZING MARKREINKING FOR42
YEARSOFSERVICE TOTHECITYOFBROOKLYN CENTER

MayorElliott readinfullaResolution inrecognition ofMarkReinking for42yearsofservice to
theCityofBrooklyn Center.  

Councilmember RyanmovedandCouncilmember Gravesseconded toadoptRESOLUTION
NO. 2020-052Recognizing MarkReinking for42YearsofServicetotheCityofBrooklyn
Center.  

Motionpassed4-0.  Councilmember Lawrence-Anderson didnotrespond.  

Mr. Boganey thanked theCityCouncil forproviding recognition toBrooklyn Center’s
employees.  Headdedhehaslearnedovertheyearsthatemployees rarely leaveanorganization
whentheyhavetheopportunity tocontinue todevelopandgrowwithin theirjobs.  Henoted
creditshouldbegiventotheCity’smanagers andsupervisors whocreateanenvironment where
peoplewanttostayandworkandaregiventheopportunity toimprove.  

Mr. Coteexpressed hisappreciation forMr. Reinking, whohasbeenastrongandfairadvocate
forthelaborunion.  Headdedhehasbeencommitted totheorganization, andtheParksand
Recreation Department, formanyyears, andheconsiders himtobeaclosefriend.  HenotedMr.  
Reinkingwillbegreatly missed.  

MarkReinking thankedeveryone fortheopportunity toworkfortheCityofBrooklyn Center.   
Headdedithasbeenanhonorandaprivilege, andheisgrateful forallthesupporthehasbeen
given.  Henotedhewilltrulymisstheplace.  
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Councilmember Ryanexpressed hisappreciation fortheserviceoftheselong-serving
employees.  Headdedhegreatlyadmires theircommitment toservicetotheCityofBrooklyn
Center.  HenotedhehopesthattheCitycancontinue tobeagreatemployer despite the
challenges itfaces, andcontinue toencourage anddevelop itsemployees, whichareavaluable
asset.  

FireChiefToddBergexpressed hisappreciation forReggieSmartandMarkReinking.  He
addedhehashadtheprivilege toworkwithMr. Reinking forthepast10yearsonadailybasis.   
Henotedtheseemployees willbemissed.  

Mr. Boganey stated, asMr. Cotementioned, Mr. Reinking wasaunionofficialandhealways
foughthardforthebestinterestsofthemembers oftheunion.  Headdedhehasneverworked in
anorganization thathadacollective bargaining groupascommitted tothecommunity andCity
theyserved astheyweretotheirmembers.  Henotedthiswasshownfrequently atthetableand
throughdisputeresolutions, andtheCityhasbeenfortunate tohavethistypeofunionleadership
overtheyears.  

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS

8a. ORDINANCE NO. 2020-04AMENDING CHAPTER 3OFTHECITYCODEOF
ORDINANCES

Deputy Community Development Director JesseAnderson reviewedaproposed Ordinance
amendment tobringtheCity’sbuildingcodeintoalignment withtheStateofMinnesota building
code, amendments towhichwereadopted in2020.  Headdedthesechanges areintended to
clarify interpretation oftheCode.  Hereviewed theproposed changes.  Henotedtheamended
Code, ifadopted, wouldbeeffective July8, 2020. 

CouncilmemberRyan movedandCouncilmember Gravesseconded toopenthePublicHearing.  

Motionpassed unanimously.  

Nooneappeared toaddress thisitem.  

Councilmember Lawrence-Anderson movedandCouncilmember Ryanseconded toclosethe
PublicHearing.     

Motionpassed unanimously.  

Councilmember Ryan movedandCouncilmemberButler seconded toadoptORDINANCE NO.  
2020-04Amending Chapter3oftheCityCodeofOrdinances Regarding theAdministration of
theStateBuildingCode.  

Motionpassed unanimously.  

9. PLANNING COMMISSION ITEMS
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9a. PLANNING COMMISSION APPLICATION NO. 2020-002FORPLANNED UNIT
DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENT NO. 9TOTHE2011SHINGLE CREEK
CROSSING PLANNED UNITDEVELOPMENT

Community Development Director MegBeekman reviewedarequest foranamendment tothe
ShingleCreekCrossing Planned UnitDevelopment (PUD).  Sheadded, ifapproved, thiswould

thbethe9amendment totheoriginalPUD, whichdatesbacktotheoriginalBrookdale Mall.  She
notedtheCityCouncil rezoned mostoftheproperty in1999 fromtheC-2district toPUDC-2.  
TheShingle CreekCrossing PUDwasapproved in2011. Thisincluded 760,000square feetof
the1.1millionsquarefootmallwasdemolished topavethewayforanewretailcenter.  Since
thentheShingleCreekCrossingPUDhasbeenamended eight (8) timesforfuturealterations
anddemolition oftheremaining mail; replatted/revisions tocertainbuildingpadsites; and
amendedtoallowforotherapproved useswithintheShingle CreekCrossingshopping center.  

Ms. Beekman statedCityStaffwasapproached byattorney Matthew Wolf, representing Gatlin
Development, theShingleCreekCrossingLLCproperty owner, regarding proposed
development ofastand-alonecarwashonBuildingSiteE.  Sheaddedtohelpmarkingand
development ofPUD, including proposedcarwash, theapplicant isrequesting PUDamendments
todeleteSection4.AofDeclarations adPUDConcepts, whichrequires4SCClotstobeusedfor
eatingestablishment uses, whichincluded BuildingSiteE; revised listofusescurrently allowed
withinthePUD; andingeneral, bringthePUDandassociated declarations backintosyncgiven
numerous amendments thathaveoccurred since2011.  

Ms. Beekman stated thisamendment wouldremovearestriction fromdevelopment ofotheruses
inthePUD, including educational use, daycareuse, andveterinary clinics.  Sheadded removal
oftheserestrictions isproposed tohelptobringthePUDintoalignment. Sheaddedtheapplicant
originally included gasoline service stations inlistingofusestonowbeallowed inthePUDbut
aftersomediscussion withstaffandlookingattheC-2District, itwasremoved.  

Ms. Beekman pointedoutthatontheapplication, theapplicant included language thatreferredto
theC-1DistrictbutthisareaiszonedC-2. Thisisjusttothatthese areallowedwithintheCentral
Commerce OverlayDistrict. Also, ifthisdevelopment isapprovedthis eveningthedeveloper has
indicated hewouldcomeforward together with proposed userforbuilding safetythatis
interested indeveloping astandalone carwashonthatsite. Therequestspecifically speaks tothe
siteplanwhichwouldallowforreduction inbuildingsizeandalsoreduction intheparkingsize
andtore-orient thebuildingandsetbacks.  

Ms. Beekman stated thedeveloper hasindicated theywouldpresentaproposal forastand-alone
carwashonSiteEiftheOrdinance amendment isapproved.  Sheaddedthedeveloper isaware
thatanynecessary changes tothebuildingsiteduetothecarwashusewouldrequireadditional
amendments.  Shenoted thedeveloper feelsthesechanges arenecessary tosimplify theprocess
andaccommodate theenduser.  

Ms. Beekman statedSection35-355PlannedUnitDevelopment requires development plansto
beinsubstantial compliance andrequirePUDamendments incaseswhere thenumberof
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dwellingunit, ifany, hasnotincreased ordecreased bymorethan5%; thefloorareaofnon- 
residential areashasnotincreasedordecreased bymorethan5%; nobuildingorhasbeen
increased inthenumberoffloors; Openspacehasnotbeendecreasedoraltered fromitsoriginal
designoruse; andlotcoverageofanyindividual building hasnotbeenincreased ordecreased by
morethan10%. 

Ms. Beekman indicated theapplicant isrequesting thesechangesnowrather thanatthetimeof
theapplication fortheproposed carwashinordertostreamline theprocess forthedeveloper of
thepotential carwash. Theapplicant, GatlinDevelopment, andthecarwashdeveloper worked
together togetthesiteplanasclosetofinalaspossible andrecognizes theriskshould theplans
change.   

Ms. Beekman statedthe currentuserequirement ofeatingestablishments onBuildingSiteE
requiresparking rationof10parking spacesper1,000SFofbuilding. ThePUDdoesnotfactor
parkingneeds forcarwashes. Assuming 4.5parkingspacesper1,000SF (retailuse), aminimum
of16.5on-siteparkingspaceswouldberequired. Thesubmitted plansreflect17parkingspaces
andtwostacking queueandexit lane. Theproposed siteplanwouldremovearowofparking
alongtheeastsideofBuildingD (AspenDental). Staffreviewed anditappearsBuilding SiteD
wouldmaintain theminimum 50on-siteparkingspacesitrequires. Thesiteplanreflectnorth
setback
Ms. Beekman statedhePlanning Commission heldavirtualpublichearingonMay14, 2020, of
whichpublicnoticewasgiven.  Sheadded thedeveloper andcarwashownerwereonthe
meeting toanswerquestions.  Shenotedtheonlycomment thatCityStaffreceivedwasfrom
BankofAmerica, located nexttoSiteE, whoaskedtobenotifiedwhenthecarwashproposal is
receivedbytheCity.  

Ms. Beekman statedthePlanningCommissioners hadarobustconversation aboutwhetherSiteE
istherightlocation foracarwash.  Sheaddedtheyexpressed concerns aboutdesignstandards.   
ShenotedthePlanning Commission votedunanimously torecommend CityCouncil approvalof
therequest.  

Ms. Beekman statedCityStaffrecommends CityCouncil approvaloftheproposed amendment
totheShingleCreekCrossing PUD basedonthefindingsoffactandsubmitted plansbasedon
the.  Sheaddedthedeveloper andrepresentatives wereonthemeeting toanswerquestions.  

Councilmember Gravesstatedsheisopentodiscussing theOrdinance amendment butwould
liketoseesomething differentatthatsite, asthatisoneofthefewplaces leftthathasbeautyand
amenities.  Sheadded, however, shewouldsupport thecarwashuseifitisinalignmentwith
othersurrounding uses.  Shenotedshefeelsthereisprobablyabetter location inBrooklyn
Center foracarwash.  
Elliott: ArethereanyCouncilmember questions? (1:00:48)  

Ryan: MegIappreciate thepresentation.  Icanunderstand theneedtoputinmoreflexibility
intothisPUDamendment.  Ihavesomequestions aboutrepurposing thesefourpads,  
becauseoneofthethingsIgetthemostcomplaints aboutfrommyconstituents iswhy
aren’ttheremorerestaurants inBrooklyn Center.  Perhapsyou, orIunderstand Mr.  
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Gatlin iswithusthisevening, perhaps wecouldhearfromyouorMr. Gatlinabout
marketing effortsandwhyitisthatoversuchanextended periodoftime, wehavenot
received more interest inhavingrestaurants located inShingle CreekCrossingor
elsewhere inthecity.  

Gatlin:Forover10yearsIhavetriedandtriedandtried, IknewtheCityandcommunity wanted
restaurants, including myself.  There’snobody triedharder thanme.  Sincethisproject
started, September 12, 2012, westartedmarketing it10yearsago.  wehavemarketed
everynationalandlocalrestaurant thatwecouldpossiblydo.  IhadMid-America, and
recently changed toUplandtogetfresheyesontheproject.  Wehavetriedfor10years.   
Ifyouaskedmewhy, it’shardformetoanswer, because ithasalltheelementsIhave
beendoingfor45years.  Over75Wal-marts, verysimilar towhatyouhavethere.  Ihave
beenverysuccessful inmostofthemingetting restaurants.  TheonlythingIcantellyou
istheincome levels, theyseemtobelessthanwhat restaurants areseeking tobeableto
puttheinvestment theyneedtoputin.  Igetthatthrownatmealot.  ButIcanpromise
youonething.  Ihavenotturneddownonepossible restaurant.  BackwhenIwas
workingwithCurt, Meg, andothers, wetriedtoputaMexican restaurant ontheBankof
Americapad, andtheCitywaswillingtosubsidize it, andItriedeverything Icouldand
wedidn’tgetit.    

NowwehavetheBayouCrabrestaurant thatisgetting readytoopennexttoliquorstore,  
5,000square feet, wewereabletoget.  Iwasthrilledtobeabletogetthatone.  WhatI’m
beinghandicapped byrightnowissomething thatisoutofmycontrol.  Wearenotby
anymeanswiththisamendment goingtostoptryingtogetorlooking forarestaurant.   
Thisjustgivesmeafairplaying fieldagainsteveryone elseintheneighborhood andthe
community thatwewillbeabletoseekothersandnotbestuckwithhavingtohavea
restaurant.  Ihavefeltconfident thatifIbroughtyouanother tenant, youwouldapprove
itifitisagoodtenant, andyouwereokaywithit. 

Thishascostme $250,000ayearintaxesontheseproperties, that’s $2.5million.  Over
500,000inmaintenance, eventhoughtheyarevacant.  Over $2million ininterest for

holding theproperties.  Iamnow $5millionindeadmoney tryingtogetbackandbreak
even, justininterestsandtaxes.  Onethingthatisworse thannothavingarestaurant, and
that’snothavinganythingatall.  Andmygoalistofinishtheproject, withwhatever the
market is.  WhenIcametoyourcity10yearsagoitwasadifferent environment.  Inthe
last3months, lookatwhat’shappened.  Inthepast10years, shoppingcenters have
changed, andIamtryingtobeabletochangewithitandsuccessfully fillthis
development up.  

Thecarwashthatwearepresenting isamulti-million-dollar facility.  Ihavedone10of
themacrossthecountry.  Justfinishedseveralbeautiful oneshereinFlorida.  Itwill
compliment thatarea.  Thisisnotaboringbuildingbythesideoftheroad, thisisfully
automated, andthefaçadewillcomplement therestofthedevelopment.  Something that
willfitrightin.  Itistheonlylotthatitworkson.  ThelasttimeIwasthere, ayearago,  
September 2019, inperson, andspokewithyouall, andImentioned Ihadacarwash.   
WeweregoingtoputitbytheSears.  Searsturnedmedown, wouldnotletmeputiton
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parcelTnomatterwhatIdid, andIwastedmonths, triedeverything Icould.  Nowwe
haveanewbuyer, localhereinBrooklyn Center, whowantstoputfacilityup.  I’m
askinghumbly toletusputthisparcel intocommerce and givetheCitysomething it
needs.  Itisdefinitely lackingafirst-classcarwash.  Ihavepictures, IthinkMeghas
them, gorgeous projects acrossFlorida. 

Backtorestaurant specifically, forthelast10years, Ihavedone20orsoWal-Mart
centers, andputin60-70restaurants.  It’snotmyfault.  It’snotyourfault. It’snotmy
broker’sfault. Wehavegivenitthebestwecan. Everybroker intheTwinCitiesknow
aboutShingleCreek.  Andyetwehavefailed.  Idon’tlikefailure, andIdon’tliketo
admitfailure, butIcan’tmakesomething happen thatisnotthere.  GodknowsIhave
tried, Ihaveputmoney, timeandenergy intoit.  I’mnotaskingtoletitgoaway, I’mjust
asking letmehavewhateveryone elsehas, andtrytobring tenants inandturnitintojob
producing projects thatwillcreateincomeandjobs, andhopefully Iwillbeabletocome
inwithanother flexbuildingortwoandattractmorerestaurants.  Butasfarasmebeing
abletogetafree-standing restaurant, Ihavenotbeensuccessful.  Ifitwas1or2years,  
I’dsaygivememoretime.  Butafter10years, wehavetoaccept reality.  Ican’tmake
themdoit.  Whenwedidgetinterest (inputtingarestaurant onthesite), wehaven’thad
itin2years, whenwedidhaveit, theypassedonus.  Itwasn’tbecauseIwasaskingtoo
much.  IknewIcouldcometotheCityandgetsomehelp, because theCitywanted
restaurants.  

Ryan: Mr. Gatlin, Iappreciate youjoiningusthiseveningandsharingwhathasbeenyour
experience.  Ithinkit’sessential thatyouhavetheopportunity tobringthatintothe
recordtoexplain thischallenge.  AsmuchasIhavegottenthatcomplaint fromsomany
ofmyconstituents, theyneedtohearwhattherealconditions areandhowyouhave
workedveryhardtoaddressthatrequestonthepartofsomanyresidents oftheCitywho
desiretohavearestaurant, likeweusedtohavewhenBrookdale wasthrivingand
vibrant, inthe1980sand1990s.  Asweknow, somuchhaschanged.  

Goingforward, therearethingsthattheCitycandotoaddress thiswhichistobringin
notjusthousing fortheverylowest incomehouseholds butabroadspectrumofhousing,  
willbringadiversityofincomes.  Ifwecanraisethelocalmedian incomeofourCity.   
AsmuchasIamproudofthediversityofourCity, tothispoint, wearestruggling with
thefactthatdiversity hasbrought lower income (1:11:48).  AndIthinkweneedto
recognize thatandthatthechallenge ofaffordable housing isaregional challenge that
willrequirearegional solutionandcannotbesolvedsimplybytheCityofBrooklyn
Center.  Soifwebrought in, forexample, asignificant numberofmarket rateapartments
acrossBassLakeontheopportunity site, thatwouldbreathenewlifeintoShingleCreek
Crossing.  That’swhatIhopewecando.  Iamverysupportive ofthisproposal.  Iwould
imagine yourinterest inplacingitwhereyouwanttoplaceit, thereisvalidity inthat
therewillbehighvisibility thatwilldrawtraffic.  Isthatafairassessment?  

Gatlin:Thatis100% correct.  Idon’tknowallyourplansforacrossthestreet, Meghasshared
someofitwithme, andwhatI’veseeninthepress.  Ifyouallaresuccessful inbringing
inanentertainment component suchasamovietheateroranytypeofentertainment, that
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willmakeahugedifference forShingle CreekCrossing.  Anytypeofentertainment that
canbebrought inandmorerestaurants, itwillalwaysgobacktoactionbegetsaction.  If
wecangetitstarted, getsomeresidents across thestreet, andsomeentertainment, we
willhaveadominoeffect.  Ifwecanworktogetherandgetsomething likethattohappen
acrossthestreet, oreventheSearsbuilding ifsomething wouldhappenwherewecould
comeupwithause, thatwouldmakeamajordifference. 

Ryan: IhopethattheCityCouncilwillunderstand thatsuccessful redevelopment ina
community likeoursentailsasuccessful public/privatepartnership.  AndIappreciate you
beingherethisevening.  

Gatlin: AsIsaidtotheCommissioners, Ijustputinpermanent financing, a10-yearloanonthe
project.  Thishasbeenoneofthemostchallenging developments ofmycareer, butIam
committed toit, Iamgoingtoseeitcompleted.  Iwanttohavegoodusesforitandgetit
finished forallofus.  

Elliott: Idowanttocomment onmydearfriendCouncilmember Ryan’scomments.  Ihearyou
sayaspartofyouranalysis thatdiversity brings lower income.  Isthatcorrect? 

Ryan: Iamlookingatthedata.  That’saveryextended conversation abouthowwecanbring
peopleoutoflower incomestatus, andIthinkmymemory goesbackfarther thanIwould
liketothinkabout, President Johnson’sWaronPoverty.  TheUnitedStates, aswellas
ourregionandStatewide, wehavenothadthegreatest successwiththat.  Hopesprings
eternal.  Ithinkthereareanumberofissues, inthecontextofwhathashappened in
recentdaysandthepromiseofgreater reforms, thatwecanlookatabroaderspectrumof
socio-economic issuesandhowtoaddress them.  Butinevitably, aswebecome more
diverse, thedatashowswehavebecomebyhousehold orindividual income, poorer.   
ThisisnotaproblemthatBrooklyn Centercansolveonitsown.  Theseareregional,  
statewide, national problems thatrequire solutions onthatscale.  Whatwehavedone,  
withtheCoronavirus challenge, wehavestepped upandmadeacommitment toassist
ourlocalandminority micro-business, whichweshould, andIsupport that.  Iwanttosee
thelevelofopportunity thatIexperienced asayoungman, foreveryone.  Andthat’sa
largerconversation.  Butasfarastheconsequences oftheCitydoingfinancial andreal
estateredevelopment, wehavetolookatwhatwillplaceusstrategically inabetterplace
thenext5, 10, 20years.  Andthatisnotsomething wecanreallyescape.  I’msurethe
staffwillhavemorefocusedoptionsavailable tousastimegoeson.  Iwantedtoraise
thatbecauseweshould thinkabout thatholistically, whileatthesametimerecognizing
thatwemayhavelittleleverage.  

Elliott: Iwanted togetclarification onwhatyousaid.  Yourpremise.  It’simportant thatwehave
conversations likethisbutIwanttorespectfully disagreewithyourpremise.  BecauseI
thinkthefactsbearsomething differentout.  Idon’tthink, againrespectfully disagree, I
don’tthinkdiversity bringspoverty, orbrings lower incometoacommunity.  Ihonestly
sincerely begtodiffer.  Andthefederal reservebankofMinneapolis conducted astudy,  
theAfricanimmigrant population alone brought in $2.5billioninearningsduring2015.   
Households paid $419million infederal taxesand $222million instateandlocaltaxes.   
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Weestimated $81billion inspending power.  Andthat’sdespite itsrelatively smallsize.   
Thatcommunity, according tofederal reservebankmakes “significant contributions to
Minnesota’seconomy”.  Thatparticular community, forexample, isheavily represented
inindustries andfieldsthatrepresent healthcare, nursing, highlyentrepreneurial, soI
sincerely disagreewithyourpremise.  Idon’tthinkdiversity isgoingtoleadtomore
povertyorlower levelsofincome.    

Ithinkthattwothingshappening atthesametime, correlation doesnotequalcausality.   
Youmayseethatperhapswegotmorediverse whenaverage incomes wentdown, when
wewerehitwiththeworstrecession wehavehadin2008.  Weknowwealsohave
struggled economically butitdoesnotmeanthatminorities arethecauseofBrooklyn
Center’sstruggles financially.  AndIwillsaythatDEEDandthegovernors havestated
repeatedly thattheydonotbelieve thatincreased diversity causespoverty.  

Nowyouaresayingweneedtodowhatweneedtodotomakesurethatthenext5, 10,  
15, 20yearsareeconomically viableforBrooklyn Center.  So, ifwewanttodothat,  
according toDEEDandthegovernor, 70% ofMinnesota’seconomic growth iscoming
fromtheState’speopleofcolor, fromthediversecommunities.  Soobjectively Iwould
submitthatifwewanttobeattheforefrontoftheeconomic activityandgrowth inthis
state, weneedtoreally invest inthediversitywehaveandIwouldsubmit toyouthatitis
ratheranassetrather thanaliability.  

Ryan: Idonotquestion thevalueofthegreatcontribution thatourimmigrants bringtous.  We
areanationofimmigrants.  Mygreatgrandfather camefromNorwayasayoungman.   
Thatwholesideofmyfamilywere immigrants whostruggled butprospered, becauseof
theAmerican dream.  TheAmerican dreamisourcontract.  Areyousayingthatthe
peopleinMinneapolis whohavedecriedextraordinary racial inequities arewrong?  No,  
wehavetoacknowledge that.  Wecanaddress it, wecanmovepastitifweworktogether
andprosper together.  EventheexampleoftheLux, theCity’sonlyluxuryapartment
building, recently redeveloped byMr. Soderbergh onEarleBrownFarm, charging very
highrents, hewassurprisedbythediversityofthefolkslivinginthatdevelopment.   
Entrepreneurs andITpeopleworking inMinneapolis oraroundthearealikethelocation.    

Ourdiversityhasgreatpromise.  Butatthesametime, Iwasfocusingongivingthatdata
thatshowsthegraveracialdisparities intermsofhousehold andindividual income, that
issomething thathastobeovercome andthatisaregionalproblemthatrequiresa
regional solution.  AndthatisreallywhereIwasgoingwiththat.  Andthatgetstothe
discussion ofdiversifying housingproducts andpricepointsinourhousingstock.   
ShingleCreekCrossing’ssuccessorfailurewillbereflected inhowsuccessfully weare
abletomoveinthatdirection.  InnowaywouldIdiscountordismissordisparage the
valueofourethnicandculturaldiversity.  Ithinkthat’sourstrengthbutatthesametime
it’sthegreatchallenge. Whenalotofourfolksarestartingfromaplacethat’slessthan
advantageous. That’swhywehavetheBrooklyn BridgeAllianceandtheBrookLink and
alltherestoftheofitbecausewehavealotofdisadvantaged households inthecity. We
havetofaceuptothatandtrytoengagesometoaddress thatchallenge. AndI’msorry
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about thisweek, wegotintoabroaderdiscussion aboutthis, butIthankyouandI
appreciate theopportunity tohavethisdiscussion heretonight.  

Butler: IappreciateMayor Elliott forsayingsomething because shewashighlyoffended bythat
commentasapersonofcolor, whoishighlyeducated, debtfree, ahomeowner, coming
fromprivateschools. Sheandherhusband grewupinBrooklyn Centerandmanyofher
familymembers stillliveinBrooklyn Center.Weneedtobecarefulofwordsespecially
nowafterwhatwehavelearned inthelasttwoweeks. Wearetired, wearetiredofthe
comments, wearetiredofthelabels, wearetired. Iappreciate thecommentary, thank
youMayorElliott fortalkingbackand Iwouldappreciate goingforward thatwewatch
ourselves whenlabelingcertaincommunities insteadoflumpingusintoonenarrative.  
ThatiswhatIwillsayonthatsubject.    

Shewill support thecarwashiftheCityCouncil alsosupports it.  Sheadded theCity
Council spokewithMr. GatlinaboutkeepingShingle CreekCrossing clean, andwere
toldthatthesituation would improve, butthathasnothappened, andinfact, ithasgotten
worse.  So, itisdifficult forhertobeamenable toMr. Gatlin’srequests whentheexisting
development isnotbeingmaintained.  

MayorElliottstatedheisnotsurethatacarwashisthebestuseofthatland, andhewould like
toseeotheroptions.  

Mr. Gatlinhumbly requested theCityCouncil’sconsideration ofthisrequest, asthereareno
otheroptions.  Headdedhehastriedfor10yearsandnoonehasshowninterest inthesite.  He
notedthevacantsitedoesnotdoanyoneanygood, andthecarwashusewillbringalotof
activity tothisintersection.  

Thecarwashdeveloper statedheownsaHolidayStation StoreonBassLakeRoadandworksin
BrooklynCenter.  Headdedhewantstosupport thecommunity, andhehashadmanyrequests
fromHolidaycustomers foracarwash.  Henotedthecarwashwouldbeahighend, stateofthe
artexpress facility.  Heasked thattheCityCouncil puttheirtrustinhimandMr. Gatlintowork
together toputsomething beautiful onLotEfortheCityofBrooklyn Center.  

MayorElliottstatedhespeakstoalotofresidents, andheknowswhatpeoplewant.  Headded
hehasnotheardthatresidents wantacarwash.  Headded, atthistime, itdoesnotseemtobethe
bestuseforthatproperty.  

Mr. GatlinaskedMayorElliottwhattherightusewouldbebecause thereisnootheruse
interested inthesite.  

MayorElliottstatedhedoesnothaveananswerastowhatwouldbetherightuse, buthewould
liketoseeotheroptions.  

Mr. GatlinstatedhevisitedwiththeCityCouncil inthefallof2019, andaCityCouncilmember
indicated thattheCityneedsacarwash.  Headdedheunderstood theCityCouncilwouldbe
interested inhavingacarwash.  
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Councilmember RyanstatedafewCityCouncilmembers wereamenable totheideaofacar
thwash.  Headdedtherewasafamilycarwashat55 AvenueandBrooklyn Boulevard that

closed, andhehasheardmanyresidents saythattheymissthecarwash.  Henotedhefeelsthat
theproduct soundsgood andwouldbringtrafficandbusiness tothearea.  Hereiterated his
supportoftheOrdinance amendment, andthepotential foracarwashonSiteE, considering the
developer’schallenges ingetting otherusesforthesite.  

Councilmember Lawrence-Anderson statedshespokewithMr. Gatlin lastyearandindicated
thattheCityneededacarwash.  Sheaddedshebelievesacarwashwillbringtrafficand
businesstoShingleCreekCrossing andwillservethecommunity well.  Shenotedthatwould
notbeherfirstchoiceforalocation, butitwilldrawtrafficandcustomers tothearea. 

Mr. Boganey statedhecanattesttothefactthatGatlinDevelopment hasworked tirelessly to
pursuerestaurants fortheCityofBrooklyn Centerovertheyears.  Headdedtheyhavenotbeen
successful.  Henotedthisisacommon problemforBrooklynParkandBrooklyn Center.    

Councilmember Gravesstatedshewouldhavelikedtohaveseenanoverallviewofthesitewith
surrounding uses, whichwouldgiveitabroader context.   Sheaddedshewouldsupport
entertaining allpotential ideasandusesforthesite.  SheaddedtheCityCouncil approved a
zoningchange recentlysothatamosquecouldmove intoanindustrial area.  Shenotedmany
smallbusinesses andentrepreneurs arecurrently rentingspaceinanofficebuilding, anditwould
bepreferable forthemtohaveaffordable spacethatisoutfacingthepublic. 

Councilmember Gravesstated, considering theCity’slargergoalsforproviding services and
resources andpromoting economic prosperity, shewouldnotwanttobeexclusive andunwilling
tohearaproposal.  Sheaddedacarwashisnotwhatshewouldwanttoseeonthatsite, butshe
isopentomakingazoningchange thatwouldallowflexibility intermsofredevelopment.  She
notedthatshouldnotbeconsidered avoteinfavorofacarwash.  

Councilmember Gravesstressed theimportance ofworking collaboratively withthecommunity
todetermine strategies forfindingbusinesses fortheemptyspaces inShingleCreekCrossing.  

Councilmember Ryanagreed, adding thesuccessofShingleCreekCrossingwilldependupona
successful public/privatepartnership andfavorable market conditions.  

Councilmember RyanmovedtoapprovePLANNING COMMISSION APPLICATION NO.  
2020-002forPlannedUnitDevelopment Amendment No. 9tothe2011ShingleCreekCrossing
PlannedUnitDevelopment. 

Themotion failedforlackofasecond.  

Councilmember Graves requested clarification thatthisamendment isnotanapproval ofa
development plan, butratheranamendment tothePUDlanguage.  Ms. Beekman confirmed this
amendment doesnotapproveacarwash, butratheramends thePUDtoallowacarwash.  She
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addedthesiteandbuildingplan, aswellasSpecialUsePermit, wouldbereviewed bytheCity
Council. 

MayorElliottaskedwhether theapplication canbedeniedonceitbecomesapermitted use.  Ms.  
Beekman statedtheamendment wouldallowcarwashesasanacceptable useinthePUD.  She
addedthePUDdoesnotcurrently allowcarwashes.  Shenotedresidents askedforacarwash
duringcommunity engagement activities relatedtotheCentral OverlayDistrict amendment.  

CityAttorneyTroyGilchrist statedtheCityCouncil’sdiscretion fordenyingauseislimited
whenallowed usesareidentified.  Headdedtherewouldgenerallyneedtobeahealth, safetyor
welfare reasontodenyaproposed usethathasbeenidentified asanalloweduse.  Henotedthe
PUDisdifferent, butthatisastandard analysis.  

Councilmember Gravesstated thePlanningCommission expressed concerns aboutthesite’s
proximity toShingleCreek.  Sheaskedwhether thereisanenvironmental component tobe
considered, andwhether thistypeofdevelopment wouldbeallowed inthewatershed area.  

Thecivilengineer forGatlinDevelopment stated thecarwashwouldbecontained entirely
withintheparcel, andthecreekwouldnotbeexposedorimpacted inanyway.  Headded thecar
washdrainage routerunsbehindtheWalmart property.  Henotedtherewillbenoenvironmental
concerns relatedtothisdevelopment. 

Councilmember Gravesaskedhowmanystaffwouldbeemployed bythecarwash.  Thecar
washdeveloper stated therewouldbe7full-timeemployees, 1manager, andtwoassistance, for
atotalof10employees, includinghimselfandhispartner.  

Councilmember Gravesaskedwhether customers stayinsidetheircar.  Thedeveloper confirmed
this, addingcustomers payatapaystation intheir lane, andtheexpresscarwashtakesabout1.5
minutes.  Hestatedcustomers canutilizevacuums.  Henotedthisexpressmodel isnewtothe
area, andtheyplantobeoneofthefirstofitskindintheStateofMinnesota.  

Councilmember Gravesstatedshewasenvisioning acarwashonthesiteandwishing there
couldalsobeanicecreamstand, tomakeitmoreofacommunity carwash.  

Thedeveloper stated theircarwashinNewHopehasanicecreamtruckthatfrequents thesite,  
aswellasafoodtruck, andtheyhavealreadyaskediftheycanalsocometothenewBrooklyn
Center location.  

Councilmember Gravesstatedshefeelsveryconflicted andunabletomakeadecisionwiththe
information thathasbeenpresented.  

Thedeveloper statedheandhispartnerplantobearound foralongtimeandremodel the
buildingevery4years.  Headdedtheywillbeinitforthelonghaul.  Henotedlocalrestaurants
areoftenunabletostayinbusiness.  
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Mr. Gatlinstatedhewouldbewillingtoconsider thePUDamendment onlyforSiteEandleave
theothersitesastheyare.  HeaddedhehopesthatwouldhelptheCityCouncilmakeadecision. 

MayorElliottstated, intermsofhowlongrestaurants lastinBrooklyn Center, the50’sGrillhas
beenaroundfor35years.  

Councilmember Ryanstatedthedeveloper asindicated hehasinvested inthedevelopment for
another10yearsandhasputalotofeffort intoShingleCreekCrossing.  Headdedheiswilling
toworkconstructively withthedeveloper.  Henotedthedeveloper iswillingtobeflexibleand
applytheamendment onlytoSiteEandleavetheothervacantsitesthatarecommitted to
restaurant use.  

Councilmember Gravesstatedsheiswillingtomoveforwardwiththeamendment asitonly
applies toSiteE.  Sheaddedshehopesthatthesitedesignwillallowformorecommunity
interaction thananexpresscarwash, andshelooksforward togettingmoreinformation.  

MayorElliottstatedheseespotential fortheareanearShingleCreek, withitshighvisibility
fromthefreeway.  Headdedhebelieves thereisabetteruseforthissitethanacarwash.  He
addedhedoesnotunderstand whytheCityhasstruggled toattract restaurants.  Henotedhewill
passthisupandlookforabetteropportunity.   

Mr. Gatlinstatedthisisthesmallest lotthatislefttobedeveloped andwillnotaccommodate a
largeruse.  Headdedhehasausereadyforthissite, andhecancontinue totrytoattract
restaurants fortheremaining vacantsites.  

Councilmember RyanstatedhewishedtoamendhisoriginalmotiontoapplythePUD
amendment toSiteEonly.   

Mr. Gilchrist statedtheinitialmotion failedforlackofasecond.  

Councilmember Ryan movedandCouncilmember Gravesseconded toapprove PLANNING
COMMISSION APPLICATION NO. 2020-002forPlannedUnitDevelopment Amendment No.  
9tothe2011Shingle CreekCrossing PlannedUnitDevelopment, tobeapplied toSiteEonly.  

MayorElliottvotedagainst thesameandCouncilmember Lawrence-Anderson didnotrespond.   
Motionpassed.  

10. COUNCIL CONSIDERATION ITEMS

10a. APPOINTMENTS TOCOMMISSIONS

MayorElliott statedheintendstoappointnewCommissioners totheCity’sCommissions.  He
addedtheCity’sCommissions arenotrepresentative ofthediversityofBrooklynCenter, andhe
tookpainstoensurethatappointments willcreateCommissions thatarediverseand
representative oftheCity’spopulation, especially against thebackdrop ofthecurrentglobal
movement towardfullinclusion andsystemicchange.  Henotedhebelieves thathaving
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Commissions thatrepresentamultitudeofbackgrounds willmakethedecisions richerandmore
representative. 

MayorElliott statedtheappointees andre-appointees represent white, blackandHmongethnic
backgrounds.  Headded therearefourmalesandfivefemales.  Henotedhehopestoconnect
withLatinoresidents toensuretheyarerepresented.  

MayorElliottstatedhehasspokenwithallthenewCommissioners hehasappointed.  Headded
thenewPlanning Commissionershave manyideasandsuggestions fordevelopment inBrooklyn
Center, including outdoorgathering spaces, indoormarkets, asplashpad, andassistance for
homeowners withcorrosion andotherhousing issues.  Henotedapplicants indicated theywanted
toseemoredevelopment, supported foodtrucks, andacelebration ofnationalities andcultures.  

Councilmember Ryanrequested thattheapplications forthePlanning andFinancial
Commissions beseparated fromtheotherCommission appointments forcloserreview, asthey
aremorecriticalpositions.  Heexpressed concern thatexisting Commissioners arebeingswept
aside.  HeaddedtheseCommissioners havedoneanexcellent jobserving theCityandhavea
wealthofknowledge andexpertise.  HenotedthisshouldbeadecisionoftheCityCouncil, and
herequested thatappointees tothePlanning andFinancial Commissions beremoved forfurther
consideration.  

Councilmember Gravesstatedsheisfinewiththat. 

Councilmember Butleraskedwhether Councilmember Ryan challenged theappointees ofthe
previous Mayor.  

Councilmember Ryanstatedtheprevious Mayor closely reviewed Commission applicants and
wouldonlychoosenot tore-appointareturning Commissioner basedonattendance records, or
otherspecific criteria.  HeaddedpreviousCityCouncils understood theimportance of
participation frommembers oftheCity’sdiversecommunities, buttheissuewaswhether they
showedaninterestandwouldshowup.  

Councilmember Butleraskedwhether Councilmember Ryanwasimplying thattheMayor’s
appointees willnotshowupformeetings.  

Councilmember RyanstatedhispointwasthattheCityCouncilwouldtrytofindcommitted
volunteers butsometimes thatwasnotpossible.  Headdedoneoftheinitialcriteriawastoattract
Commissioners torepresent thedifferent areasoftheCity.  

MayorElliottstatedhefindsitcurious thatCouncilmember Ryanwouldraisethisissuenow,  
especially inlightofthecurrentsituation.    

Councilmember RyanaskedwhatMayorElliott isaccusing himof.  

MayorElliott statedtheCity’sCommissions donotrepresent theethnicdiversityoftheCityof
Brooklyn Center.  
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Councilmember RyanstatedtheHighway 252TaskForce, recently appointedbytheMayor,  
onlyrepresents oneneighborhood. 

MayorElliottaskedthat Councilmember Ryanstopinterrupting him.  HeaddedthePlanning
Commission onlyrepresents onedemographic portionoftheCity, asalltheCommissioners are
white.  

MayorElliottstatedhefindsitinteresting thatCouncilmember Ryanwouldraiseanobjection to
newappointees tothePlanning Commission.  HeaddedCouncilmember Ryanwilldoagreat
disservice totheCityifhevotesagainst thesenewappointees, whorepresent groupswhohave
beentraditionally marginalized andwhosevoiceshavebeenleftout.  HeaddedthePlanning
Commission hasbeenmadeupofwhitepeople forthepast12years, which istheentiretimethat
Councilmember RyanhasbeenontheCityCouncil.  Henoteditisunacceptable that
Councilmember Ryanwouldraiseanobjection.  

Councilmember RyanstatedhehasvotedwiththeCityCouncil insupportofallinitiatives and
commitments toracialequalityandtoassist thoseresidents thatareinthegreatest need.  He
addedhedoesnotappreciate beingcharacterized inacertainway.  HenotedthePlanning
Commission hasbeenefficientandeffective, andtosweep thecurrentCommissioners asidein
thismanner isnotrespectful.  

Councilmember Ryanstated theCityCouncil’srecentdiscussion during theShingle Creek
Crossing PUDamendment Agendaitemwasproblematic, asCouncilmembers didnot
acknowledge thatthedeveloper hastriedforyearstodevelop sitesandhasnotbeensuccessful.   
Headdedhemaybejudgedonthebasisofhisappearance, buthewanted todiscussthe
replacement ofCommissioners withanopenheartandhaveanopendiscussion.  Henotedevery
Councilmember isauthentic andcaresabouttheCityandwantstorepresent alltheresidentsof
Brooklyn Center. 

Councilmember ButlerstatedCouncilmember Ryan’scomments areproblematic.  Sheadded
Councilmember Ryanisanelectedofficialandyethiscomments indicate thathedoesnot
understand theissuesfacingBrooklyn Center’sdiversepopulation.  Shenotedsheiscallinghim
outforhisracistcomments.  Shenotedheshouldeducate himself onthethingsheissaying.  

MayorElliottstatedheisfedupandwillnotputupwiththistypeofattitude.  Headded
Councilmember Ryanmayobject tothediverseappointments, butthatisonhim.  

Councilmember GravesaskedhowmanycurrentPlanning Commissioners arebeingreplaced,  
andwhether thereareanyvacancies.  MayorElliottstatedhehasappointed4new
Commissioners, andre-appointed JackMacMillan.  HeaddedhestillneedstospeakwithAlex
Koenig.  

Councilmember Gravesaskedwhether thereareotherre-appointments stillpendingforanyof
theotherCommissions, forCommissioners whoarestillservingbuthavenotbeenre-appointed.   
MayorElliottstatedtherearesix (6) re-appointments.  
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Councilmember Graves requested clarification regarding theagespreadoftheCommissioners.   
MayorElliott statedthenewappointees areinthe30yearsoldto50yearsoldrange. 

Ms. Suciustated, asapointofclarification, threeHousing Commissioners whoapplied for re- 
appointment havenotbeenre-appointed, andthreeParkandRecreation Commissioners who
applied forre-appointment arenotbeingre-appointed. 

Councilmember Gravesexpressed concern thattwoapplicants thatMayorElliotthasappointed
totheCommissions haveplanstorunforCityCouncil forthesameseat.  Sheaddedthatcould
becontroversial andthetimingisbad, asitcouldmaketheappointments appear tobeover- 
politicized.  

MayorElliott statedtheindividuals aresmartandhehasconfidence inthem.  Headdedheis
unsure whetheroneofthemisstillrunning forofficeandhedoesnotbelieveitwillbea
problem.  Henoted thenewCommissioners willbringnewenergyandideastoconversations
aboutBrooklyn Center’sfuture.  

Councilmember Gravesstatedshelikesbothapplicants.  Shestressed theimportance ofensuring
thatthefocusstaysontheworkoftheCommission.  

Councilmember Ryanstatedhesawquality intheapplicants whohavesoughtPlanning
Commission appointments.  Heexpressed hisconcern againthatmanycurrent Commissioners
wanttobere-appointed andhaveexperience withthedevelopment issuescurrently facingthe
City.  HeaddedtheseCommissioners wereleftwaiting foraverylongtime, whiletherewereno
newapplicants seeking thepositions.  Henotedtheseexisting Commissioners shouldbetreated
respectfully andhonorably fortheirservice toBrooklyn Center.  

Councilmember Ryanreiterated hisrequest toconsider PlanningandFinancial Commission
applicants separately foracloser review.  

MayorElliottcalledforamotiontoacceptallthenewCommission appointments.  

Ms. SuciustatedaPlanning Commission meeting isscheduled forThursday, June11, 2020.  She
askedwhether thenewPlanning Commissioners willbeappointed atalaterdate, afterthat
meeting.  

MayorElliottstatedthenewlyappointed Commissioners andtheCommissioners theyare
replacing canbothbeatthemeeting.  Headded thiswillbeagoodtransition.  

Mr. Boganey stated theywillnotallbeabletovoteonThursday.  Heaskedwhenthenewly
appointed Commissioner’stermswouldbegin.  

MayorElliottstatedtheirtermswouldbeginimmediately, likealltheothernewlyappointed
Commissioners fortheotherCommissions.  

Councilmember Ryanstatedinthatcase, hewillvoteagainst.  
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MayorElliott reiterated thathehadcalledforamotiontoapprovealltherecommended
appointments andcalledforasecond. 

Ms. Beekman askedwhetherMayorElliotthasmetwiththecurrentCommissioners whohave
re-applied fortheirpositions andnotified themthattheyarebeingreplaced.  SheaddedPlanning
Commission packetshavealreadybeensenttotheexisting Commissioners asCityStaffwasnot
awareoftheMayor’splans.  

MayorElliottaskedwhether therearevoting itemsontheagenda.  CityPlannerGinnyMcIntosh
confirmed thereisaproposedsiteplanamendment for5637BrooklynBoulevard, forHelena
AutismCenter.  Sheaddedsheisunsurewhether newlyappointed Commissioners wouldhave
sufficient timetoprepare foravote.  ShenotedthecurrentCommissioners havenotbeen
notified thattheywillnolongerbemembers.  

MayorElliottstatedallthenewmembers areavailable tobegintheirpositions immediately.  He
addedtheycanattend thePlanning Commission meetingonThursday andtheirtermswillbegin
onJune15, 2020.  

Ms. Beekman statedaZoningandLandUserefresher isalreadyplanned forthisweek’s
Planning Commission meeting.  SheaddedsheagreeswithMs. McIntosh thatitwouldbe
difficult toexpectnew Commissionersto beprepared tovoteduringthemeeting, especially if
theexistingCommissioners arenotawarethattheyarebeingreplaced. 

Ms. McIntosh statedthePlanning Commission’sJuly2020meetingwillhavethree (3) public
hearings.  

MayorElliottmovedandCouncilmember Butlerseconded toappointmembers tothevarious
Commissions.  

Councilmember Ryanvotedagainst thesameandCouncilmember Lawrence-Andersondidnot
respond.  Motionpassed.  

11. COUNCIL REPORT

None.  

12. ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember GravesmovedandMayorElliottseconded adjournment oftheCityCouncil
meetingat10:00p.m.   

Motionpassed4-0 (Councilmember Lawrence-Anderson didnotrespond).  
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Property Code andNuisance Violations Criteria

License CategoryNumber ofUnitsProperty Code Violations per
Based onProperty Inspected Unit

Code Only)  
TypeI –3Year1-2units0-2

3+ units 0-0.75
TypeII –2Year1-2unitsGreater than2 butnotmore than5

3+ units Greater than0.75butnotmore than1.5
TypeIII –1Year1-2unitsGreater than5 butnotmore than9

3+ units Greater than1.5 butnotmore than3
TypeIV – 6Months 1-2unitsGreater than9

3+ units Greater than3

b. PoliceServiceCalls. 

Policecallrateswillbebasedontheaverage number ofvalidpolice callsperunitper
year.  Police incidences forpurposes ofdetermining licensing categories shall include
disorderly activities andnuisances asdefined inSection 12-911, andevents
categorized asPartIcrimes intheUniform Crime Reporting System including
homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, theft, autotheftandarson. 

Callswillnotbecounted forpurposes ofdetermining licensing categories where the
victimandsuspect are “Family orhousehold members” asdefined intheDomestic
Abuse Act, Minnesota Statutes, Section 518B.01, Subd. 2 (b) andwhere there isa
reportof “Domestic Abuse” asdefined intheDomestic Abuse Act, Minnesota Statutes,  
Section 518B.01, Subd. 2 (a). 

License Numberof ValidatedCallsforDisorderlyConduct
CategoryUnitsService & PartICrimes

CallsPerUnit/Year) 
No 1-20-1
Category 3-4units0-0.25
Impact 5ormoreunits0-0.35
Decrease 1 1-2Greater than1 butnotmore than3
Category 3-4unitsGreater than0.25 butnotmorethan1

5ormoreunitsGreater than0.35 butnotmorethan0.50
Decrease 2 1-2Greater than3
Categories 3-4unitsGreater than1

5ormoreunitsGreater than0.50
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Member introduced thefollowing resolution
andmoveditsadoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. _______________  

RESOLUTION APPOINTING ELECTION JUDGESFORTHE2020PRIMARY
ELECTION

WHEREAS, aPrimaryElection isAugust11, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. 204B.21, subd. 2, requires thatpersonsservingaselection
judgesbeappointed bytheCouncilatleast25daysbefore theelectionatwhichtheelection judges
willserve.  

BEITRESOLVED bytheCityCouncil oftheCityofBrooklynCenter thatthe
individuals namedontheattached sheetandonfileintheofficeoftheCityClerkareappointedto
perform thedutiesofelection judgeand/orbeappointed astheBrooklyn CenterAbsentee Ballot
Boardelection judges.  

BEITRESOLVED theCityCouncilalsoappoints other individuals andall
membersappointed totheHennepin County Absentee BallotBoardasauthorized underMinn.  
Stat. 204B.21, subd. 2, underthedirectionoftheCityClerk, toserveasmembers oftheBrooklyn
CenterAbsentee BallotBoard.  

BEITFURTHER RESOLVED thattheCityClerkiswiththis, authorized tomake
anysubstitutions oradditions asdeemed necessary.  

July13, 2020
Date Mayor

ATTEST:   
CityClerk

Themotionfortheadoptionoftheforegoing resolution wasdulyseconded bymember

anduponvotebeingtakenthereon, thefollowing votedinfavorthereof: 

andthefollowingvotedagainst thesame: 
whereupon saidresolution wasdeclareddulypassedandadopted.  



JudgeBoard Report, 2020Statewide Election

PrimaryElection, Tuesday, August11, 2020

AllanHancock, Election JudgeMagdy Elyamany, Election Judge
Marjorie Adkisson, ElectionJudgeAlixBentrud, CityStaff

Andrea Bentrud, HeadJudgeMark Goodell, HeadJudge
AnneC, Election JudgeMary Gersetich, Election Judge
BarbSuciu, CityStaffMary Laduke, ElectionJudge
BeverlyTruran, Election JudgeMia Rampi-Lambertz, ElectionJudge
CarolChristians, Election JudgeMichele Bowler, Election Judge
Carolyn Green, Election JudgeMuriel Einberger, Election Judge
Charlene Johnson, Election JudgeOwen Leonard, Election Judge
Charles Steinhaus, Election JudgePatricia Humphrey, Election Judge
Chidiebere Esele, Election JudgePaulette Shibley, Election Judge
Christine Bonovsky, ElectionJudgePeggy Seibert, ElectionJudge
CynthiaMajors, CityStaffPhilip Henrichs, HeadJudge
DianeSelchert, CityStaffRebecca Crass, Election Judge
DalePerreault, Election JudgeSamantha Bishop-Strand, Election Judge
DavidErickson, ElectionJudgeSandra Gunderson, Election Judge
DebbiePaine, Election JudgeSandra Malcolm, Election Judge
DianeVisser, Election JudgeSara Huffman, Election Judge
DonBumgarner, Election JudgeSarah Wilks, HeadJudge
EmmaAlden-Connor, Election JudgeSharon Krieger, Election Judge
GayleMerritt, HeadJudgeSheila Bear, CityStaff
HollySaathoff, Election JudgeStephen Long, Election Judge
IleenSheeley, Election JudgeTamika Baskin, Election Judge
JeanCarlson, Election JudgeTaofeek Ishola, Election Judge
JohnPetersen, Election JudgeTedd Bennethum, Election Judge
JohnPolz, ElectionJudgeTerri Iverson, Election Judge
JonDeRosier, ElectionJudgeTim Thorbus, Election Judge
JosephJablonski, Election JudgeToby Phillips, Election Judge
KarenKnutson, Election JudgeVanissa (Patti) Peterson, ElectionJudge
KarenRichter, Election JudgeWendi Einberger McDonough, HeadJudge
KellyHerrmann, HeadJudge
Kenneth Bueckers, Election Judge
LynnBennethum, Election Judge
LynneJohnston, Election Judge













PlanningCommissionReport ApplicationFiled: 05/28/2020
MeetingDate: June11, 2020 ReviewPeriod (60-day) Deadline: 07/27/2020

ExtensionDeclared: N/A
ExtendedReviewPeriodDeadline: N/A

Application No. 2020-003
Applicant:   JaneSharkey (HelenaAutismTherapyCenter, Inc.)  
Location:  5637BrooklynBoulevard
Request:  SitePlanAmendment

INTRODUCTION
JaneSharkeyofHelenaAutismTherapyCenter, Inc, (“theApplicant”) isrequesting reviewand
consideration ofanapplication thatwouldallowanamendment totheapprovedsiteplanfor5637
BrooklynBoulevard (“theSubjectProperty”). TheSubjectProperty consistsofathree-story, multi- 
tenantbuildingthatwasconstructed in1980andrelatedsiteimprovements, andissituated on
approximately 1.06acres (seeMap1below).   

TheSubjectProperty originally receivedsiteandbuildingplanapproval in1979 underPlanning
Commission Application No. 79020forconstruction ofanapproximately 14,850-squarefoot, threestory
officebuilding, withitsintendedprimaryuseasalawoffice. Approvalofthesiteandbuildingplanalso
includedapprovals foralandscape plan, installationofanunderground irrigationsystem, andautomatic
fireextinguishing system. Thebuildingalsofunctionedasamulti-tenantofficespaceforatimeandwas
formerlyhometoMasjidAl-AnsarIslamicCenteruntiltheApplicant’spurchaseoftheSubjectProperty.   

TheApplicant waspreviously locatedinFridley, butrelocated toBrooklynCenterfollowing issuanceofa
SpecialUsePermittooperateanautismtherapycenterandancillaryoutdoorplayground attheSubject
Propertyin2019underCityCouncilResolution No. 2019-056.   

SitePlanAmendments donotrequireapublichearing; however, duetotheproximityofother
residential properties andtheproposed secondary driveway, Citystaffsent mailnotifications to
neighboring properties informingthemoftherequests. AsofthedateofthisStaffReport, Citystaffhas
receivednocommunication fromanyoftheneighboring properties.   

Map1. SubjectPropertyLocation (5637BrooklynBoulevard).  
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Image1. ExteriorImageofSubjectPropertyfromBrooklynBoulevardFrontageRoad (5637BrooklynBoulevard).  

Image2. ExteriorImageofSubjectProperty / FacingNortheast (5637BrooklynBoulevard).  
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Image3. ExteriorImageofSubjectPropertyfromNorthDrive/FacingEast (5637BrooklynBoulevard).  

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ANDZONING STANDARDS

2040LandUsePlan: Neighborhood-MixedUse/N-MU (15.01-31DU/Ac.)  

Neighborhood: Northport

CurrentZoning: C1 (Service/Office) District

Surrounding Zoning: North: R1 (SingleFamilyResidence) District
East: BrooklynBoulevard andC2 (Commerce) District
South: C1 (Service/Office) District
West: Northport ParkandR1 (SingleFamilyResidence) District

SiteArea: Approximately 1.06Acres

SITEPLAN AMENDMENT
Background onAutismTherapyCenterandOperations
TheApplicant previously leasedspaceinFridleyfortheHelenaAutismTherapy Center from2012until
relocating toBrooklynCenterin2019, astheywereunabletoobtainpermission toconstructanoutdoor
playground attheirlocationinFridley. TheAutismCenterprimarilyservesclientsthatare two (2) to
seven (7) yearsinage whohaveamedical diagnosisofAutismSpectrum Disorder (ASD) orother
diagnoses. ServicesarealsoprovidedtofamilymembersofchildrenontheAutismSpectrum Disorder,  
whichwouldoccureitherattheCenterorwithintheirhomes.   

Children receivingservices fromtheHelenaAutismTherapyCentertypicallyspend20hoursperweekat
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theclinicwheregrouptreatment modalities, includingartandmusicclasses, areprovidedtomodel
typicalacademic settings. TheCenteralsoprovidesspeechandoccupational therapy.   

AttimeoftheApplicant’sapplication forissuanceofaSpecialUsePermit lastyear, itwasindicated that
theCenterwouldemployapproximately 32on-siteemployees. Anadditional10staffandamanagerare
employedunderaDBA (“DoingBusinessAs”) called, “HelenaFamilySupport.” TheDBAstafftypically
provides servicesoff-sitewiththeexceptionofregularonceperweekmeetings andotherscheduled
meetingsasneededattheSubjectProperty.   

TheCentertypicallyhosts20childrenduringthemorning program, andanother20childrenduringthe
afternoonprogram, withproposedoperatinghoursof7:45a.m. to5:30p.m., Monday throughFriday.  
Childrenareeitherdroppedoffbytheirparentsorguardians, ortransported byMedicalAssistance
carriers. Notransportation vehiclesarestoredonsiteoftheSubjectPropertypertheApplicant.   

Conversion ofFrontParkingAreatoDropOff
TheApplicant indicatedaroundtimeofapplication fortheSpecialUsePermit thattheyforesawchanges
inthefuturetothefrontparkingarea, located infrontofthemaindoors, andinstallationofanew
secondary driveway. TheserequestswereputonholdsothattheApplicant couldaddressthemajor
needatthetime, whichwasanoutdoorplayground.   

TheApplicant provided thebelowproposal (Image4) whichdenotesare-configuration ofthefront
parkingareafrom90-degree, perpendicular parkingspacestoaparallel parkeddrop-offarea. The
primaryreasonforthisrequest istoaddressconcerns relating tothesafetyofyoungclientswhoare
droppedoffeachdaybyparents, guardians, orMedicalAssistancecarriers.  

Image4. SitePlanLayoutofSubjectPropertywithProposedDrop-offAreaandSecondaryDriveway (5637BrooklynBoulevard).  

Citystaffprovidedcommentary onproposed alterations tothesiteplan inAugust2019andFebruary
2020. Basedondiscussions withtheApplicant, thefollowingcomments wereprovided inImage5and
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below:  

1.“NoParking” signagetobeinstalledforanyyellowstripedareas; 
2.Stripefive (5) feetoutfromexistingcurbtoallowclientstonavigate tothesidewalk/entrance; 
3.Installsignagefor “Dropoff/PickupOnly-5Minutes” infrontdrop-offarea; 
4.Stripfour (4) feetonexteriorofdrop-offlanefornoparking; and
5.Drop-offareatomaintainaminimumnine (9) footwidthforvehicles. 

AlthoughtheApplicantoriginally proposedputtinguptemporary conesontheexteriorofthedrop-off
area, alongthedriveaisle, Citystaffexpressed concerns thattheywouldberunoverbydriverswanting
toleavebeforethecarinfrontofthemleft. Citystaffalsoemphasized thatvehiclescannotblockthe
requiredADAparkingstalls locatedatthenortheast corneroftheparkinglot.   

TheApplicantwouldneedtomaintainaminimum24-footwidedriveaislethroughthemainportionof
theparkinglotandensuretheparkingspaceslocatedalongthesouthernedgeofthelotmaintainan18- 
footparkingspacedepth.   

Installation ofSecondary DrivewayoffNorthportDrive
Aspartoftherequestforadrop-offarea, theApplicant requested permission toinstallasecond
drivewayoffNorthportDrive. AstheSubjectProperty’sparkinglotislocatedonahill (seeImages2and
3above), theApplicant hasmadethisrequesttominimize instances wherevehiclesarerequiredtoturn
aroundtoexit. Theproposed driveway is14feetinwidth; however, Citystaffhasrequested thewidth
bereducedto12feet. Signageshouldalsobeprovided indicating thatthedriveisa “OneWayExit” only
and “NoEntrance” tominimize instancesofanycutthrough trafficordriversbeingunabletoenterthe
drop-offlaneduetoentering fromthewrongdirection. SeeCitystaffcomments inImage5below.   

Image5. CityStaffCommentsonProposedDrop-offAreaandSecondaryDriveway (5637BrooklynBoulevard).  
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Asproposed, thenewdrop-offareaanddrivewaywouldresultinalossofapproximately 15-16parking
spaces, depending onhowcloselycarsqueue. ThedrivewaywouldexitoutontoNorthportDrive, which
isalowtraffic, residential streetthatroutessouthandtotheeasttotheBrooklyn Boulevard Frontage

thRoad, andnorthto58 AvenueNorth/BassLakeRoad. Thenearestdriveways inproximity tothe
proposed newcurbcutbelongtotheGirlScoutproperty tothesouth (5601BrooklynBoulevard), the
mainparkinglotforNorthport Park, andaresidential homelocatedat5637NorthportDrive.   

AssistantCityEngineerAndrewHoggnotedinamemorandum datedJune3, 2020 (ExhibitB) thatthe
perimetersofalldrivingandparkingareaswouldneedtobeboundbycast-in-placeconcretecurband
gutterthatconforms to Minnesota Highway “B6-12.” TheApplicantwouldalsoneedtoinstall the
proposed secondary drivewayperCityDriveway StandardPlate. Itwasindicatedthat, “shoulditbecome
apparent thatdriversdroppingoffclientsareutilizingtheone-wayentranceoffNorthport Driveasan
accessentrance thuscreatingasafetyhazard, theApplicant shallwidentheentranceto24feettoallow
fortwo-wayaccess.”  

Additionally, theApplicantwouldneedtosubmitanupdatedstripingplanreflecting there- 
configuration ofthefrontparkingspacesandnoparkingareas, andprovideasiteparking
orientation/seasonalmaintenance planthatoutlineshowtheparkinglotandwalkingareasofthedrop
offareaaretobemaintained andkeptclear, astheApplicantdidnotwanttoinstallasidewalkalongthe
dropoffarea.   

OtherConsiderations
TheApplicantwillalsowanttoensure theSubjectProperty remains incompliance withallotheroriginal
siteandbuildingplanapprovals, asnotedunderPCApplication No. 79020. Forinstance, asalandscape
planwasapproved, theApplicantwouldneedtoverifybyinventory thattheexisting landscaping isstill
incompliance. Iftreesorshrubswere removed tomakewayfortheproposedplayground orother
improvements, the Applicantwillneedtopropose replacement landscaping tomakeupforthe
deficiency thatisincompliance with theoriginally approved landscape planandtheCity’sLandscape
PointSystemPolicystandards (e.g., calipersizing).   

Uponavisittothesite, Citystaffnotedthat theexistingtrashdumpster appearstonotbefully
enclosed. Aspartofanyapproval, andperCityCode, theApplicantwillberequiredtofullyenclosethe
dumpsterwithopaquefrontdoors.   

APPROVAL CONDITIONS:  
Staffrecommends thefollowingconditions beattachedtoanypositiverecommendation onthe
approvalofApplication No. 2020-003for5637BrooklynBoulevard (SubjectProperty):  

a.Anymajorchangesormodifications madetotheSubjectProperty canonlybemade
eitherthroughtheCity’sBuilding Permitprocessorthrough formalSiteandBuilding
PlanreviewbytheCity. 

b.TheApplicant shallcomplywithallcomments outlinedinthememorandum preparedby
AssistantCityEngineerAndrewHoggonJune3, 2020 (ExhibitB); includingpreparation
ofastripingplanpriortore-stripingthedropoffarea, andcoordination withthe
AssistantCityEngineer inobtaining anyrequiredDriveway PermitfromtheCityfor
installation. 

c.TheApplicantwillcontinuetooperatetheSubjectProperty inconformance withthe
conditionsofapprovalasgrantedbyCityCouncil forPlanningCommission Application
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Nos. 79020and2019-004 (CityCouncilResolutionNo. 2019-056).  

RECOMMENDATION
Citystaffrecommends thePlanningCommission recommend CityCouncilapprovalofPlanning
Commission Application No. 2020-003fortherequested siteplanamendment toallowforthere- 
configuration ofthefrontparkingareaintoadrop-offandinstallationofaseconddrivewayoff
NorthportDrivefortheSubjectProperty locatedat5637BrooklynBoulevard (SubjectProperty); subject
totheApplicant complying withthecommentsoutlinedintheApprovalConditions notedabove.  

Attachments
ExhibitA- ApplicationforSpecialUsePermitRequest, preparedbyJaneSharkey (HelenaAutismTherapyCenter,  

Inc).  
ExhibitB- MemorandumandExhibits, preparedbyAssistantCityEngineerAndrewHogg, anddatedJune3, 2020.  
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: June3, 2020

TO: Ginny McIntosh, CityPlanner/Zoning Administrator

FROM:  Andrew Hogg, Assistant CityEngineer

SUBJECT: SitePlan Review - 5637Brooklyn Blvd

Public Works Departmentstaff reviewed thefollowing documents submitted forreview onApril22, 
2020, forthe5637Brooklyn Blvd - Autism Center improvements:  

SitePlan dated April22, 2020 (labeled Exhibit A) 

Subject tofinalstaffSitePlan approval, thereferenced plans mustberevised inaccordance with the
following comments/revisions andapproved prior toissuance ofSpecial UsePermit: 

SitePlan

Theperimetersofalldrivingandparkingareasshallbeboundedbycast- in-place concrete curb
andgutter which confirms withtheMinnesota Highway Type“B6-12”. 
Applicant shall installaccessto Northport DriveperCityDrivewayStandardPlate. PerFire
Department, curbs along driveway shouldbepaintedyellow. Drivewayaccessonto Northport
Drive shallbenowiderthat12’ andsignage indicating ‘noaccess/exitonly”shouldbeinstalled
toeliminate cutthru traffic.Should itbecomeapparentthedroppingoff tothe
propertyare utilizing theone-wayentrance offNorthportDriveas anaccessentrancethus
creating asafetyhazard; theapplicantshall widentheentrance to24’ toallow fortwo-way
access. 
Applicantshall submit anupdated striping plan. 
SiteParking Operational/SeasonalMaintenanceplan shallbesubmittedto help increase the
safetyoftheparkinglotoperations. 
Seeadditionalsketch forcomments. (labeled Exhibit B) 

Theaforementioned comments areprovided based ontheinformationsubmitted bytheapplicant at
the timeof thisreview. Other guarantees and sitedevelopment conditions maybefurther
prescribed throughout theprojectas warranted anddetermined bytheCity. 
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Commissioner introduced thefollowing resolution and
moved itsadoption:  

PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO.2020-003

RESOLUTION REGARDING THERECOMMENDED DISPOSITION OF
PLANNING COMMISSION APPLICATION NO. 2020-003SUBMITTED BY
JANE SHARKEY OFHELENAAUTISM THERAPY CENTER, INC. 
REQUESTING ASITEPLAN AMENDMENTFOR CERTAIN PARKING LOT
ANDDRIVEWAY IMPROVEMENTS ( LOCATED AT5637BROOKLYN
BOULEVARD)  

WHEREAS, “ theSubject Property,” located at5637Brooklyn Boulevard,originally
received siteandbuilding plan approval in1979under Planning Commission Application No.  
79020 forconstruction ofathreestory, approximately 14,850-square footmulti-tenant building on
1.06acres, andwas constructed in1980with related site improvements; and

WHEREAS, JaneSharkey ofHelena Autism Therapy Center, Inc. (“theApplicant”)  
submitted Planning Commission Application No. 2019-004inMarch 2019 forreview and
consideration ofaSpecial UsePermit tooperate anautism therapy center andancillary outdoor
playground; and

WHEREAS, theCityCouncil approvedsaidrequest attheirmeeting onMarch 25,  
2019 under CityCouncil Resolution No. 2019-056; and

WHEREAS, under Planning Commission Application No. 2020-003,theApplicant
nowrequests review andconsideration ofasiteplan amendment thatwould allow forthere- 
configuration ofthefront parking area intoadedicated drop-offandinstallation ofasecond
driveway offNorthport Drive fortheSubject Property located at5637 BrooklynBoulevard; and

WHEREAS, theproposed drop-offareaandsecondary driveway areintended to
streamline thedropoffandpickupprocess fortheHelena Autism Therapy Center’syoung clients
for theirmorning andafternoon programs, increasesafety throughorienting vehicles along thefront
entrance, minimizing theneed forvehicles toturnaround, anddecreasing vehicular activity near the
mainentrance tothebuilding; and

WHEREAS, thePlanning Commissionof theCityofBrooklyn Center, Minnesota
heldameeting onJune11, 2020 tofullyconsider Planning Commission Application No. 2020-003,  
received andreviewed aplanning report, amemorandum fromtheAssistant CityEngineer, andsite
planexhibit outlining theproposed alterations; and

WHEREAS, inlightofalltestimony received, andutilizing theguidelines and
standards forevaluating siteandbuilding plans, ascontained inSection 35-230 (Plan Approval) of
theCity’sZoning Ordinance, along with consideration ofthegoals andobjectives oftheCity’s
2040Comprehensive Plan, thePlanning Commission considers theproposed siteplan amendment
anappropriate andreasonable improvement oftheSubject Property.  



PCRESOLUTION NO. 2020-003

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED bythePlanning Advisory Commission
oftheCityofBrooklyn Center, Minnesota torecommend toCityCouncil that thesiteplan
amendment, ascomprehended under Planning Commission Application No. 2020-003,beapproved
based onthefollowing considerations: 

A.TheSitePlan iscompatible with thestandards, purposes, andintentoftheCity’s
Zoning Ordinance; 

B.Theimprovements andutilization oftheSubject Property ascontemplated inthe
provided siteplanareconsidered areasonable useoftheSubject Property, are
intended toaddress safety concerns, andwillconform withordinance standards;  

C.TheSitePlanamendment isconsidered tobeconsistent with the
recommendations oftheCity’sComprehensive PlanforthisareaoftheCity;  

D.TheSitePlanamendmentappears tobeagoodlong rangeuseandinvestment of
theexisting landandtheproposed parking lotanddriveway improvements can
beconsidered anasset tothecommunity; and

E.Based upon theabove considerations, itisbelieved that theguidelines for
evaluating andapproving aSiteandBuilding Planascontained inSection 35- 
230 (PlanApproval) oftheCity’sZoning Ordinance aremetandthesite
proposal is, therefore, inthebest interest ofthecommunity.  

BEITFURTHER RESOLVED bythePlanning Commission oftheCityof
Brooklyn Center, Minnesotato recommend totheCityCouncil thatPlanning Commission
Application No. 2020-003, submitted byJaneSharkey ofHelena Autism Therapy Center, Inc.be
approved based upon thefollowing conditions andconsiderations: 

1.Anymajor changes ormodifications made totheSubject Property canonlybe
made either through theCity’sBuilding Permit process orthrough formal Siteand
Building Planreview bytheCity. 

2.TheApplicant shall comply withallcomments outlined inthememorandum
prepared byAssistant CityEngineer Andrew Hogg onJune3, 2020; including
preparation ofastriping planprior tore-striping thedesignated dropoffarea, and
coordination with theAssistant CityEngineer inobtaining anyrequired Driveway
Permit fromtheCity forinstallationof thesecond driveway. 

3.TheApplicant will continue tooperate theSubject Property inconformance with
theconditions ofapproval asgranted byCityCouncil forPlanning Commission
Application Nos. 79020 and2019-004 (CityCouncil Resolution No. 2019-056).  



PCRESOLUTION NO. 2020-003

June11, 2020
DateRandall Christensen, Chair

ATTEST: 
Ginny McIntosh, Secretary

Themotion fortheadoption oftheforegoing resolution wasdulyseconded bymember
anduponvotebeing taken thereon, thefollowing voted infavor thereof: 

andthefollowing voted against thesame:  
whereupon said resolution wasdeclared dulypassed andadopted. 



MINUTES OFTHEPROCEEDINGS OFTHEPLANNING COMMISSION
OFTHECITY OFBROOKLYN CENTER INTHECOUNTY OF

HENNEPIN ANDTHESTATE OFMINNESOTA

JUNE 11, 2020

LTOORDER1. CAL

ThePlanning Commission meeting wascalled toorderbyChairChristensenat 7:00p.m.  The
meeting wasconducted viaWebex. 

2. ROLLCALL

Chair Randall Christensen, Commissioners Alexander Koenig, JackMacMillan, Stephen
Schonning, Rochelle Sweeney, andSusan Tadewerepresent. CommissionerPeter Omari was
notpresent ontheWebex meeting andunexcused. CityPlanner andZoning Administrator Ginny
McIntosh, Community Development Director MegBeekman, andCityAttorney TroyGilchrist
werealso present.  

3. APPROVAL OFAGENDA – JUNE 11, 2020

Therewasamotion byCommissionerTade, seconded byCommissionerMacMillan, toapprove
theagenda fortheJune11, 2020 meeting aspresented.  Themotion passed6-0.  

4. APPROVAL OFMINUTES – MAY14, 2020

There wasamotion byCommissioner Koenig, seconded byCommissionerTade, toapprove the
minutes oftheMay14, 2020meeting aspresented.  Themotion passed unanimously.      

5. CHAIR’SEXPLANATION

Chair Christensen explained thePlanning Commission’ sroleasanadvisory body.  Oneofthe
Commission’sfunctions istoholdpublic hearings.  Inthematters concerned inthese hearings,  
theCommission makes recommendations totheCityCouncil.  TheCityCouncil makes allfinal
decisions inthese matters. 

6. PLANNING ITEMS6. LANNING ITEMSP

6a) Planning Commission Application No. 2020-0036a) Planning Commission Application No. 2020-003
Planning Commission Application No.  Planning Commission Application No.  Applicant: JaneSharkey | Helena Autism Therapy CenterJaneSharkey | Helena Auism Therapy CenterApplicant: t
Applicant: JaneSharkey |  Project Location: SitePlanAmendmentSitePlanAmendmentProject Location: 

jectLocation: Summary: TheApplicant isrequesting review andconsideration ofaSummary: heApplicant isrequesting review andconsideration ofaT
heApplicant isrequesting review andconsideration ofasiteplanamendment toallow forthere-configuration ofthesiteplan amendment toallow forthereconfiguration ofthe

siteplanamendment toallow forthereconfiguration oftheconfiguration oftheconfiguration ofthefront parking area intoadrop-offandinstallation ofafrontparking area intoadropoff nd installationof a ndinstallation ofandinstallation ofaafront parking area intoadropsecond driveway offNorthport Drive. nddriveway offNorthport Drive. seco
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CityPlanner Ginny McIntosh reviewed arequest forasiteplanamendment for5637Brooklyn
Boulevard. Thisproperty came before thePlanning Commission lastyear for issuance ofa
Special UsePermitto operate theautism center andprovide anancillary outdoor playground for
clients.Sheadded theapplication wassubmitted byJane SharkeyofHelena Autism Therapy
Center foranamendment tothesiteplanfor theproperty, which wasoriginally developed asa3- 
storyoffice building in1980.  Shenoted theamendment relates torequests tore-configure the
frontparking area intoadrop-offandinstallationof asecond driveway offNorthport Drive.  

Ms. McIntosh stated theapplicant relocated toBrooklyn Center fromtheirprevious location in
Fridley. Although siteandbuilding planrequests donotrequire public notification, Citystaff
released notifications tonearby properties duetotherequest forasecond driveway. Thearea
proposed forasecond driveway isinproximity toaresidential neighborhood andthemain
parking lotforNorthport Park. Todate, nocomments havebeenreceived.  

Ms. McIntosh stated theAutism Therapy Center serves clients 2to7yearsofagewithamedical
diagnoses ofAutism Spectrum Disorder, andprovides group treatment, music classes, and
speechtherapy, inaddition toother services.  TheAutism Therapy Center accommodates
approximately 20students forthemorning sessionand 20students fortheafternoon session.   
Shenoted thereareapproximately 32on-siteemployees and10additional staffwhoprimarily
workoff-site. 

Ms. McIntosh stated theapplicant wants toalter thefront parking areaandinstall asecond
drivewayto address safety concerns.  Sheadded thefrontparking spaces would bere-configured
toparallel parking spaces toaddress safety issues during student pickupsand drop offs.  She
noted thesecond driveway, tobeconstructed atNorthport Drive, isdesired tominimize instances
ofcarshaving toturnaround inthelower parkinglot anddrivebackpast themainentrance. The
drivewaywould likelybeadded later inthesummer. 

Ms. McIntosh stated theapplicant doesnotwant toaddasidewalk duetotheslopeofthe
property.  Sheadded CityStaff isrequiring a5-footbuffer fromthe edgeofthe existing curbout, 
toallow space forclients towalk tothemain entranceupon exiting avehicle.  Shenotedabuffer
ontheouter edgeofthedrive laneiscalled out, andaminimum 24-footwidedriveaislewould
needtobemaintained. 

Ms. McIntosh stated Cityengineeringstaff reviewed thesiteplanandrecommendedthat the
proposed 14-footdriveway benarrowed down to12feetandsignage added indicating thatitisa
one-waydrivewayin aneffort toprevent cut-through traffic. 

Ms. McIntosh reviewed theconditions ofapprovalwith thePlanning Commissioners, includinga
requirement outlining thepreparation andsubmittal ofare-striping plan.  Sheadded the
applicant mustobtain adriveway permit from theCitybefore installing thesecond driveway.   
Shenotedall theoriginal siteandbuilding plan conditions remainin place andifdeficiencies
exist, suchasmissing landscaping, they aretobereplaced. 

Ms. McIntosh stated CityStaff recommends that thePlanning Commission recommend City
Council approval ofPlanning Commission Application No. 2020-003, submitted byJane
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Sharkey ofHelena Autism Therapy Center, fortherequested siteplanamendment toallow for
re-configuration ofthefrontparking area intoadrop-offandinstallationof second driveway
entrance offNorthport Drive forthesubject propertylocatedat 5637 Brooklyn Boulevard. This
issubject totheconditions outlined intheassociated resolution andstaff report.  

Chair Christensencalled forquestions ofCity Staff fromtheCommissioners. 

Commissioner MacMillan asked whether astopsignisplanned atNorthport Drive.  Ms.  
McIntosh stated that thiscould bediscussed with theapplicant, asitwould beonprivate
property. 

Chair Christensen asked whether therewillbeasignvisible fromNorthport Drive indicating that
itisaone-waydrive, andtheNorthport Drive access isanexitonly.Ms. McIntosh stated
engineering staff requested signage onbothsides ofthesecond driveway, indicating noentrance
ononesideandtheonewayexitontheother. 

Commissioner Koenig stated hesupports Commissioner MacMillan’ssuggestion ofastopsign
offNorthport Drive.  Hebelievesdrivers willcutthrough theparking lot, whentheyareleaving
thenearby park.  Henoted heunderstands that isaresidual effect thatcannot becontrolled. 

Commissioner Koenigalsoexpressed hissupport oftheplans, adding thiswill increase safety for
thecenter’soperations anditsclients. 

Chair Christensen expressed hissupport oftheplans towiden access tothebuilding, whichwill
alsomake snow removal easier. 

Ms. McIntosh stated theapplicant, JaneSharkey, wasonthemeeting andavailable forquestions
fromtheCommissioners. 

Commissioner Koenig commended Ms. Sharkey ontheexcellent workoftheAutism Therapy
Center.  Heasked howthings aregoing. 

JaneSharkey stated theCenter isdoing well, having re-opened onMonday June8, 2020 after
being closed forafewmonths during theCOVID-19pandemic.  Sheadded staffaredoinghealth
screenings onstudents andtheirdrivers astheyarrive atthebuilding, andthenewdriveway and
dropoffwillhelp facilitate that.  Shenoted thestudents lovehaving theplayground. 

Chair Christensen asked whether there isadequate parking forstaff.  Ms. Sharkey stated there is
ample roomintheparking lottomake these changes, andstillaccommodate staffparking inthe
upper levelparking area.  Sheencouraged theCommissioners tostopinandtakeatour.   

Commissioner Koenig stated helives inthisneighborhood, andhehasbeen impressed withhow
thebuilding hasbeen enhanced toaccommodate theAutism Center. 

Ms. Sharkey stated theHVAC system intheentire building wasrecently replaced for
approximately $200,000, andthenewheating andcoolingsystems areupandrunning. 
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ACTION TORECOMMEND APPROVALOF PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTIONACTION TORECOMMEND APPROVALOF PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION
NO.  2020-003REGARDING THERECOMMENDED DISPOSITION OFPLANNINGNO. REGARDING THERECOMMENDED DISPOSITION OFPLANNING2020-003
COMMISSION APPLICATION NO. 2020-003SUBMITTED BYJANE SHARKEY FORTHECOMMISSION APPLICATION NO. 2020003SUBMITTED BYJANE SHARKEY FORTHE
HELENA AUTISM THERAPY CENTER. HELENA AUTISM THERAPY CENTER. 

There wasamotion byCommissionerMacMillan, seconded byCommissioner Koenig, to
approve Planning Commission RESOLUTION NO.  2020-003regarding Planning Commission
Application No. 2020-003submitted byJaneSharkey ofHelena Autism Therapy Center, fora
requestedsite planamendment toallow forre-configuration ofthefrontparking areaintoadrop- 
offandinstallation ofsecond driveway entrance offNorthport Drive forthesubject property
located at5637 Brooklyn Boulevard, subject toconditions asoutlined intheresolution. 

Voting infavor: Chair Christensen, Commissioners, Koenig, MacMillan, Schonning, Sweeney, Voting infavor: Chair Christensen, Commissioners, Koenig, MacMillan, Schonning Sweeney
Voting infavor: Chair Christensen, Commissioners, Koenig, MacMillan, SchonningandTade.   andTade

Andthefollowing voted against thesame:  NoneAndthefollowing voted against thesame:  None

Themotion passed 6-0.  Themotion passed 6-0.  

7. DISCUSSION ITEMS

7a) CityCouncil Update

Ms. McIntosh reviewed thePlanning Commission items thatwerediscussed attheCity
Council’sMay8, 2020 meeting, including thePlanned UnitDevelopment (PUD) amendment for
Shingle Creek Crossing.  Sheadded theamendment wasproposed byproperty owner Shingle
Creek LLC/Gatlin Development Co. Inc. toremove constraints forrestaurant usesonlyonfour
oftheremaining vacant lotsinthePUD, including Building SiteE.Theamendment further
requested changesto thePUDDeclarations forcertain usesandupdates toBuilding SiteEto
accommodate apotential standalone carwash.  Shenoted thisrequest wasreviewed bythe
Planning Commission andrecommended forCityCouncil approval.  

Ms. McIntosh added theCityCouncil hadalengthy discussion, similar tothatofthePlanning
Commission, andtherequest passed ona3-1vote, withanopposing vote fromMayor Elliott.   
Shenoted thecarwashapplication hasbeen received byCityStaffand isscheduled forreviewat
thePlanning Commission’sJuly2020 meeting.  

Ms. McIntosh stated therewillbefocus andattention onthisapplication, asindicated bythe
questions andconcerns related tolocation andaesthetics. 

Ms. McIntosh stated thepreliminary development agreement forCAlanHomes wasscheduled
tobediscussed attheEDAmeeting, buttheCityCouncil hasapolicy toendmeetings at10:00
p.m.unless Council makes amotion tocontinue, sothis itemwillbeaddressed atthenextCity
Council meeting.    

Ms. McIntosh stated theCityCouncil hadalengthy discussion regarding newCommissioners
andre-appointments.  Sheadded theMayor appointed fournewPlanning Commissioners, who
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Memberintroduced thefollowing resolution and
moved itsadoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 

RESOLUTION REGARDING THERECOMMENDED DISPOSITION OF
PLANNING COMMISSION APPLICATION NO. 2020-003SUBMITTED BY
JANE SHARKEY OFHELENAAUTISM THERAPY CENTER, INC. 
REQUESTING ASITEPLAN AMENDMENTFOR CERTAIN PARKING LOT
ANDDRIVEWAY IMPROVEMENTS( LOCATED AT5637BROOKLYN
BOULEVARD) 

WHEREAS, “ theSubject Property,” located at5637Brooklyn Boulevard,originally
received siteandbuilding plan approval in1979under Planning Commission Application No.  
79020 forconstruction ofathreestory, approximately 14,850-square footmulti-tenant building on
1.06acres, andwas constructed in1980with related site improvements; and

WHEREAS, JaneSharkey ofHelena Autism Therapy Center, Inc. (“theApplicant”)  
submitted Planning Commission Application No. 2019-004inMarch 2019 forreview and
consideration ofaSpecial UsePermit tooperate anautism therapy center andancillary outdoor
playground; and

WHEREAS, theCityCouncil approvedsaidrequest attheirmeeting onMarch 25,  
2019 under CityCouncil Resolution No. 2019-056; and

WHEREAS, under Planning Commission Application No. 2020-003,theApplicant
nowrequests review andconsideration ofasiteplanamendment thatwould allow forthere- 
configuration ofthefront parking area intoadedicated drop-offandinstallation ofasecond
driveway offNorthport Drive fortheSubject Property located at5637 BrooklynBoulevard; and

WHEREAS, theproposed drop-offareaandsecondary driveway areintended to
streamline thedropoffandpickupprocess fortheHelena Autism Therapy Center’syoung clients
for theirmorning andafternoon programs, increasesafety throughorienting vehicles along thefront
entrance, minimizethe need forvehicles toturnaround, anddecreasevehicular activity near the
mainentrance tothebuilding; and

WHEREAS, thePlanning Commissionof theCityofBrooklyn Center, Minnesota
heldameeting onJune11, 2020 tofullyconsider Planning Commission Application No. 2020-003,  
received andreviewed aplanning report, amemorandum fromtheAssistant CityEngineer, andsite
planexhibit outlining theproposed alterations; and

WHEREAS, inlightofalltestimony received, andutilizing theguidelines and
standards forevaluating siteandbuilding plans, ascontained inSection 35-230 (Plan Approval) of
theCity’sZoning Ordinance, along withconsideration ofthegoals andobjectives oftheCity’s
2040Comprehensive Plan, thePlanning Commission considers theproposed siteplan amendment
anappropriate andreasonable improvement oftheSubject Property.  



RESOLUTION NO. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED bytheCityCouncilof theCityof
Brooklyn Center, Minnesota torecommend that thesiteplanamendment, ascomprehended under
Planning Commission Application No. 2020-003, beapproved based onthefollowing
considerations: 

A.TheSitePlan iscompatible with thestandards, purposes, andintentoftheCity’s
Zoning Ordinance; 

B.Theimprovements andutilization oftheSubject Property ascontemplated inthe
provided siteplanareconsidered areasonable useoftheSubject Property, are
intended toaddress safety concerns, andwillconform withordinance standards;  

C.TheSitePlanamendment isconsidered tobeconsistent with the
recommendations oftheCity’sComprehensive PlanforthisareaoftheCity;  

D.TheSitePlanamendmentappears tobeagoodlong rangeuseandinvestment of
theexisting landandtheproposed parking lotanddriveway improvements can
beconsidered anasset tothecommunity; and

E.Based upon theabove considerations, itisbelieved that theguidelines for
evaluating andapproving aSiteandBuilding Planascontained inSection 35- 
230 (PlanApproval) oftheCity’sZoning Ordinance aremetandthesite
proposal is, therefore, inthebest interest ofthecommunity.  

BEITFURTHER RESOLVED bytheCityCouncilof theCityofBrooklyn Center, 
Minnesotato recommend thatPlanning Commission Application No. 2020-003,submitted byJane
Sharkey ofHelena Autism Therapy Center, Inc.beapproved based upon thefollowing conditions
andconsiderations: 

1.Anymajor changes ormodifications made totheSubject Property canonlybe
made either through theCity’sBuilding Permit process orthrough formal Siteand
Building Planreview bytheCity. 

2.TheApplicant shall comply withallcomments outlined inthememorandum
prepared byAssistant CityEngineer Andrew Hogg onJune3, 2020; including
preparation ofastriping planprior tore-striping thedesignated dropoffarea, and
coordination with theAssistant CityEngineer inobtaining anyrequired Driveway
Permit fromtheCity forinstallationof thesecond driveway. 

3.TheApplicant will continue tooperate theSubject Property inconformance with
theconditions ofapproval asgranted byCityCouncil forPlanning Commission
Application Nos. 79020 and2019-004 (CityCouncil Resolution No. 2019-056).  



RESOLUTION NO. 

July13, 2020
DateMayor

ATTEST:  
CityClerk

Themotion fortheadoption oftheforegoing resolution wasdulyseconded bymember

anduponvotebeing taken thereon, thefollowing voted infavor thereof: 

andthefollowing voted against thesame: 
whereupon saidresolution wasdeclared dulypassed andadopted. 




































